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GUIDELINES FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMPOMARINO TURBOGAS POWER PLANT. 

 

The guidelines aim to provide information about the functions that have emerged as preferable from the 

process of listening to the territory and that can be developed in the redevelopment projects of the 

Campomarino Turbogas Power Plant. In particular, the development scenario will necessarily have to take 

into account the features of the context, thus contributing to providing a response to some of the issues that 

emerged as predominant in the consultation with stakeholders. 

In addition to the background information given here, please refer to the illustrative report “From 

Campomarino to the Saccione stream” drawn up by the Molise Region and the Dossier. 

 

The elements of the context to which the projects must relate 

As shown in the Dossier, attached to the Procedure, the plant is located in Cocciolete, Campomarino, about 

4 km from the historic centre of Campomarino, about 5 km from the village of Nuova Cliternia (settlement 

of foundation of the '20s), about 7 km from Campomarino Lido and about 11 km from the historic centre of 

Termoli, and is immersed in a vast agricultural area. 

The main criticalities linked to the site mainly refer to its geographical position (far from the sea and urban 

settlements), to the lack of important infrastructural connections (the plant is served by a minor road 

network; the nearest motorway junction is 10 km away), and to the scarce catchment area related to the 

site. 

From an agricultural and food point of view, the municipality of Campomarino produces and cultivates mainly 

wine and oil (the municipality is part of the national associations "Wine Cities", “Città del Vino”, and "Oil 

Cities", “Città dell’Olio”), cereals, fruit trees and vegetables. There are some cellars, some mills and also some 

uncultivated land. The area in which the plant is located has a high historical value and identity with regard 

to the agricultural landscape, here is "La Pista", an area entered in the national register of "Historical rural 

landscapes1", of interest for its non-monotonous landscape, characterized by the cultivation of vegetables, 

cereals and non-expanded vineyards, peach groves, apricot and olive groves as well as the presence of small 

"patches" once dedicated to extensive grazing and cultivated with vegetables2. The site was once owned by 

the Convent of St. Nicholas on the Tremiti Islands3. The area is called "La Pista" because during the Second 

World War there were positioned airfields used by the Allies4.  

In addition, the territory was once characterised by extensive grazing.  

 

                                                           
1 The areas that are part of the national register have been selected as representative of a certain cultural structure. 
2 Agnoletti, Mauro (ed.), 2011, Paesaggi Rurali Storici, Bari, Editori Laterza, pp. 412, 413. 
3 Source: Regione Molise 
4 In Campomarino there were several airfields. Ramitelli's base was used by the team of Afro-American pilots Teskugee Airmen, who 
took action for the first time in World War II; their story inspired the film "Red Tails", produced by George Lucas. 
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The historical heritage of Campomarino includes the protohistoric village and the remains of Roman buildings 

located in the locality of Arcora, the Church of Santa Maria a Mare located in the historic centre of 

Campomarino, the Sanctuary of the Madonna Grande di Nuova Cliternia, a place of pilgrimage, and the 

defensive structure "Ramitelli Tower"5, part of a defensive system that characterized the coast. In the nearby 

Termoli are of considerable importance the historic village, the cathedral, dating from the twelfth and 

thirteenth centuries, and the Swabian castle. In the surrounding territory emerges, in particular, the 

archaeological area of Larino.  

Molise is characterised by the presence of two linguistic minorities: the arbëreshe (a variant of the Albanian 

language) and the Croatian6. In Campomarino the arbëreshe is still spoken, a culture to which the various 

murals recently painted in the historic village refer. 

From the tourist point of view, Campomarino is a touristic area, recognized since 2013 as "Blue Flag", 

“Bandiera Blu”, that has several accommodations and second homes, able to accommodate significant 

tourist flows. The municipality of Campomarino is part of the “Distretto turistico Molise Orientale” (Eastern 

Molise Tourist District) and part of the "Costa dei Delfini" project. Also of interest is the project for a bike 

path between Termoli and Campomarino (part of a wider context of bike connections) and the Adriatic Bike 

Route BI6 that connects Trieste to S. Maria di Leuca, in Puglia. According to Istat data (2017), the area of 

Termoli attracts about 45% of tourists who go to the province of Campobasso and 35% of tourists who go to 

Molise. Of interest is the presence of the tourist, fishing and passenger port in Termoli. The naturalistic and 

landscape heritage of Campomarino is a resource both in the sense of production and agriculture and of 

tourist use. In particular, the municipality presents two Sites of Community Interest (SCIs), the subject of the 

Life+ Maestrale programme, as part of the European Union's LIFE funding: the SCI "Foce Biferno-Litorale 

Campomarino" and the SCI "Foce Saccione-Bonifica Ramitelli", characterised by the highest levels of 

naturalness, which includes the particularly valuable area "il Bosco Fantine". Also of importance is the 

Regional Park of the Tratturi, established to safeguard the network of transhumant sheep tracks. There are 

five main sheep tracks (Tratturi) in Molise, including the important L'Aquila-Foggia track, which skirts the 

southern border of the municipality of Campomarino, while the Centurelle-Monsecco track runs a short 

distance further inland. 

Among the critical issues, a project for the construction of a wind farm at sea, consisting of 60 blades, near 

the Saccione river and the presence of the railway line that constitutes a barrier to the connection of the area 

with the sea, given the presence of a few pedestrian crossings. 

 

 

                                                           
5 In the region there are several watchtowers, once used to defend the coast. The Molisana coast is a "low" coast, with different 
characteristics from the Gargano area in Puglia and the Costa Teatina Park in Abruzzo. 
6 In Molise the arbëreshe is today spoken in the Municipalities of Campomarino, Montecilfone, Portocannone and Ururi while the 
Croatian in the Municipalities of Acquaviva Collecroce, Montemitro and San Felice del Molise. The Albanian and Croatian 
communities settled in the territory following the occupation of Constantinople by the Turks and their subsequent expansion. 
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Themes for the project identified through consultation with stakeholders 

Consultation with stakeholders led to the identification of two priority project themes, which could be 

potentially integrated, on which to structure the territorial development scenario: 

• activities related to the agricultural and food sector; 

• activities related to the tourism sector. 

 

The first theme for the project focuses on the agricultural vocation of the area in which the plant is located 

and highlights the potential of the site to become a place with logistical-infrastructural value at the service 

of agricultural and agro-industrial activities located nearby. 

In particular, the potential activities that emerged from the discussion with stakeholders, which are not 

exhaustive, are: 

• storage, distribution and commercialization for the agro-food sector; 

• construction of plants and infrastructures to serve the sector's activities also through the reuse of 

some structures (e.g. reuse of the two tanks for the storage of water for the irrigation of neighbouring 

areas); 

• innovative and sustainable production plants that reuse waste from the agricultural/agro-food sector 

(e.g. for the production of bioplastics, cosmetics, etc.); 

• soilless agricultural production (e.g. nursery for hydroponic crops); 

• animal husbandry without soil (breeding). 

 

The theme for the project focuses on the tourist potential of the power plant area. There are two main 

proposals: on the one hand to create a great tourist attraction, of territorial rank, and on the other the 

proposal of a tourism linked to food and wine and to the excellence of the landscape and nature that looks 

not only to the sea but also to the resources of the inland. In both cases, the importance of looking at tourism 

that, as far as possible, is not seasonal has emerged, with the aim of systematising the tourist resources of 

the entire area.  

In particular, the potential activities that emerged from the discussion with stakeholders, which are not 

exhaustive, are: 

• theme park; 

• area dedicated to food and wine tourism / environmental tourism that also recalls the memory of 

the site (enhancement of some structures of the plant linked to the identity of the site, 

accommodation and / or food services that combines the aspects of food and wine and nature, etc..); 

• an area dedicated to tourism for various populations, such as young people on the one hand and the 

elderly on the other; 

• area dedicated to wellness tourism. 
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The two themes can be integrated. Some of the functions identified already contain a vision of an integrated 

scenario, in which tourism is linked to the agro-food sector, such as the proposal on food and wine tourism. 

Other combinations are possible, thinking for example of those functions that do not need to occupy the 

entire site (e.g. water storage) and that, if compatible, could be integrated with tourist functions. From this 

point of view, it seems important to reflect on a solution that can be multifunctional. 

 

It is desirable to have proposals that can produce a virtuous integration of environmental and economic 

sustainability aspects, favouring logics that are complementary to the activities existing on the territory.  

 

The opportunities 

The area has some resources that can be used to create the development scenario outlined on the basis of 

the themes for the project identified in the previous paragraph, in addition to the cultural, environmental, 

landscape and agricultural resources listed above. 

Firstly, the area of the former Campomarino turbogas power plant has plants and buildings that can be 

reused.  

Moreover, the area's membership of the "Costa dei Delfini" and the "Distretto turistico Molise Orientale" 

also legally guarantees access to investment opportunities, credit, simplification and speed in relations with 

public administrations.  

It is important to note that a series of interventions are being carried out in Molise: 

- the Molise and Abruzzo Special Economic Zone (SEZ), which will guarantee financial, fiscal,     

   administrative and infrastructural benefits; 

- POR FERS - ESF investment funds (2014-2020). 

 

 

 

 


