
Molise Region, July 2018 

Illustrative report: 

 “FROM CAMPOMARINO TO THE SACCIONE STREAM” 

 

To a Max Weber-like external observer, the territory would look flat and therefore be of no 

interest. Of course this area, and therefore the whole coastline, offers less variety, at least in 

terms of landscape, than the Apennine region where, within a small area, there are mountain 

peaks, hills, small hollows, wide river valleys and even vast plains like Boiano. However this 

does not mean that differences cannot be found, albeit fairly inconspicuous ones, in the section 

of plain that we are interested in, from Campomarino Lido to the regional border, which is in 

fact the widest plain of the entire coastline and of Molise (we can consider it separately as it is 

bordered on the north by the Campomarino promontory and the mouth of the Biferno River 

and on the south by the Saccione Stream). There are differences in both the altitude (it should 

be noted that, just a little higher up, in the last part of the Biferno, there are Pantano Alto and 

Pantano Basso) and the hydrography, which has been significantly modified by reclamation 

work and human presence, particularly in the southern strip where the settlers’ houses are. Of 

course, there has been a change in how this environment looks, particularly the residential 

areas, even though, offsetting this, the landscape has become homogenised like many other 

reclaimed areas in Italy. There are still some traces remaining today of its original identity, 

protected by the fact that part of the territory has been recognised as a Site of Community 

Importance (SCI), named “Foce Saccione-Ramitelli”/“Saccione-Ramitelli Estuary” (continuing on 

from the “Biferno-Litorale di Campomarino”/“Biferno-Campomarino Shoreline” Site of 

Community Importance). They are alluvial forests (Bosco Ramitelli), salt steppes and interdunal 

wetlands (Le Fantine) now covering just 30% of the entire surface of the SCI area, which forms 

part of the European ecological network. In fact, reclamation has transformed not just the 

economy (currently vast stretches of land are being used for agriculture), but also, and to a 

greater extent, the landscape and the natural qualities of this area, which are unique in Molise 

where the predominant environmental  features are mountains and parts of the hill range. Also 

relieving the monotony, beyond what has been discussed above, are the meanings attributed 

to places; place names have become much more detailed than in the past with an infinite 

number of names for the “poderi”/small farms (the unit of measure adopted to subdivide 

agricultural land), all named after saints, from Saint Cesare to Saint Filippo, Saint Andrea to 

Saint Giuseppe and so on (the number of place names increases where the coastal plain starts 

to dip inland, in the area around Portocannone). There have also been radical innovations in 

the water network in terms of how its numerous branches are named. It is an authentic 

network made up of interconnected elements and very dense; the traditional ”valloni”/small 

streams of Canne, Guardia, Due Miglia, Giardino, etc. have been added to with new artificial 

canals from the reclamation, Canal no. 1 through to Canal no. 18 which flow in a transversal 



direction into one of the 3 large canals that run parallel to the water’s edge of the Saccione 

Stream. Water pumps are needed to raise the water because the land is below sea level in 

certain places; it should be noted that the reclamation was made possible by new technologies, 

the water pump, two of them in fact, and a number of artesian wells. The main canals have 

names that denote their function; starting from the coast, we have the Canale di Bonifica 

Occidentale Acque Basse (Low Water Western Canal of Reclamation), the Canale della Bufalara 

Acque Medie (Mid Water Bufalara Canal) and the Canale Orientale Acqua Alta (High Water 

Eastern Canal) which intercepts the bodies of water coming down from the hills that are the 

longest ones. Bufalara and Mandria Grande in Vaccareccia are place names that recall cattle 

farming, even though the most representative animal in this area, and the entire region, is the 

sheep because of the tradition of transhumance, which was recently nominated to become part 

of UNESCO's list of intangible cultural heritage. In fact, the L’Aquila-Foggia track (tratturo) 

passes through here after leaving the water’s edge at Petacciato to avoid the swamps that 

characterised the area before the reclamation work. The track more or less follows the route of 

the old Strada Statale n.16 (state road no.16), the Adriatica, and then after the reclamation, 

moved close to the shoreline, flanked by the railway line, and skirts past the Masseria del 

Barone Zezza (Barone Zezza farm), an interesting example of rural architecture from the past. 

This infrastructure corridor blocks the access to the beach, which is just selvedge, reducing the 

prospects of seaside tourism. However there are prospects for cultural tourism because of the 

presence of historical evidence, as previously mentioned, first and foremost the Torre Ramitelli, 

which is one of 339 coastal watchtowers that were counted in the entire Neapolitan state in 

1590 by the Marquis of Celenza, after which no further ones were built. They were (were 

because many have now disappeared) visible to the populated areas of the immediate 

hinterland to warn them of the arrival of the “Turks” or “Saracens”, marauders coming from the 

sea. They are the Torre del Meridiano di Termoli, the Torre della Masseria Candela in 

Campomarino and the Torre Ramitelli; the position of the latter two far from the water’s edge 

shows how the coastline has advanced. It should be noted that regards the barrier preventing 

access to the sea, there is no link between this and the reclamation, anywhere in the country, 

except for the fact that along the coast there are generally flat plains, particularly where there 

is a low coast like here. One reason to visit the area is the community of Nuova Cliternia, which 

is very different to the small settlers’ houses of the Poderi. It is in Madonna Grande, venerated 

by the population of Campomarino, S. Martino in Pensilis and Portocannone, which is of 

Albanian origin. For centuries the Albanian community (like the Croatian one) were like an 

island in the Molise Region because they preserved many of their original traditions, including 

their language. It may have been due to their marginal location, having settled on the regional 

border (note, however, that historically lower Molise belonged to Capitanata), that they felt 

separate from the neighbouring areas, and over past centuries showed themselves incapable of 

integrating.   

 

 


